Encounters a Ghetto Dispute 


Romney 

NEW YORK, Sept. 15 (AP) 
— In his tour of the Nation’s 
cities, Gov. George Romney 
strolled through a predomi- 
nantly Negro section of Brook- 
lyn today and found himself 
in the midst of a heated argu- 
ment. 

Romney wound up back to 
the wall, surrounded by news- 
men and residents, and caught 
in the middle of a loud dispute 
over whether he or Sen. Rob- 
ert F. Kennedy (D-N.Y.) was 
the man to take complaints to. 

A Negro woman, who identi- 


fied herself as Sylvia Petti- 
grew, complained to the Michi- 
gan Governor on the sidewalk 
that she had three children 
and wanted job training so she 
could get off the welfare rolls, 
“but they are not doing it.” 
She complained that she was 
getting no help. 

A Negro man in the crowd, 
obviously a Kennedy partisan, 
shouted shrilly, “You could 
have told Mr. Kennedy that 
and got results but you had to 
wait until Mr. Romney came 
here.” 


Romney, the peacemaker, 
said “these problems are too 
fundamental to be dealt with 
on a partisan basis. You 
should write a letter to Sen. 
Kennedy.” 

“Write, write, write,” com- 
plained the woman, “that’s all 
I hear.” 

Earlier in the day, as Rom- 
ney was setting out from his 
hotel for the round of inspec- 
tions of slum rehabilitation 
and poverty programs, he was 
confronted by four Democrats 
from back home. 

They handed him a please- 


come-home George letter urg- 
ing him to break off his cur- 
rent coasMo-coast trip and re- 
turn “to address yourself to 
the urgent problems confront- 
ing the people of Michigan,”, 
citing needs in education, open 
housing and urban renewal. 

The four Democrats were 
Coleman A. Young, a State 
Senator; Marilyn J. Kelly, a 
member of the Michigan 
Board of Education; Dale Kil* 
dee, a State Representative 
and Patti Knox, vice chairman 
of the Democratic State Cen- 
tral Committee of Michigan. 


Philadelphia Democrats Continue Feud 


By Mark Forrest 

Special to' The Washington Post 

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 15— 
The showdown today between 
Mayor James H. J. Tate and 
City Democratic Chairman 
Francis R. Smith ended like an 
episode in the old movie se- 
rials — continued nest week. 

Tate had called a meeting of 
44 ward leaders who signed a 
petition calling for the remo- 
val of Smith as chairman, but 
even before the meeting was 
convened Smith forces 
branded it as illegal under 
Party rules. 

The meeting was held any- 


way in a red and gold room in 
the very hotel where Smith 
had called for the dumping of 
Tate as the Party’s candidate 
for Mayor in the primary last 
May. Now it was Tate’s turn to 
call for the dumping of Smith. 

Across the street in the mar- 
ble-fronted City Committee 
Building Smith was sitting 
with ward leaders loyal to him 
waiting for word from the 
Tate meeting. 

Rep. William A. Barrett (D- 
Pa.) was named temporary 
chairman of the Tate meeting 
and promptly called for a sus- 
pension of Party rules to allow 


balloting by proxy since all 44 
leaders who signed the recall 
petition were not personally 
present. In fact, two of the sig- 
natories were at that moment 
sitting in Smith’s office. 

One pro-Smith committee 
member was admitted to the 
Tate meeting and he cast the 
lone vote against the ouster. 
The group then declared the 
office of City Chairman va- 
cant In its place they es- 
tablished a 5-to-9-member com- 
mittee to discharge the duties 
of the chairman. 

Tate called the vote “a victo- 
ry for party unity” and denied 


that it was an attempt by him 
or anyone else to dominate the 
Party. Smith, termed it “an ex- 
ercise in futility.” Asked if he 
believes that he is still party \ 
chairman, Smith smiled and 
said, “You bet I am, and I in- 
tend to keep \the keys to the 
front door.” 

The next move is up to the 
Mayor. It would take a court 
battle to force Smith out of of- 
fice and such a case could air 
more dirty Democratic laun- 
dry that could only help Re- 
publican mayoral candidate 
Arlen Spector against Tate in 
November. 


